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enabled the Huguenots to act with singular una-
nimity and concert. They had seized many of the
most important towns before their adversaries had
even begun to take the field. It was also counter-
balanced by the fact that the Huguenot minority
was almost entirely composed of the most warlike,
intelligent and industrious classes ; that in short
it comprised the very flower of the French people.
The noblest traditions of feudal chivalry, the culture
of the Renaissance, a piety inspired and sustained
by the constant study of the Gospels produced men
in whom the best characteristics of their nation were
combined with a moral elevation, a purity and
dignity of character, " an heroic breath of soul ani-
mated by a simple piety and chastened by a chequered
experience " rarely if ever equalled. By the side of
the Colignys, the La Noues and Du Plessis-Mornays,
the characters of the Elibts, Hampdens and Hutchin-
sons of our own civil wars appear narrow and incom-
plete, and not a few of the rank and file of the party
were worthy of such leaders. But besides their
numerical superiority the Catholics had three great
advantages : the possession of the King's person;
the control of the capital and the sympathy of its
inhabitants ; the command of the financial resources
of the Government and of the clergy.

The contributions of their churches were a pre-
carious resource, insufficient to provide for the
regular payment of the infantry and of the foreign
mercenaries, whom the Protestants were obliged to
employ. The cavalry which formed the strength of
the Huguenot armies was indeed composed almost